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PREFACE .
This Volume of so- called aphOI'l'StIC ph1losophy 1S largely composed of i
what [ am Wont to, eall supernotes - a sgrt of aphor1st1cally—b1ased Cross
betweerr essays. and* maxims - and is mot written in the usual. linear
fdshidn of a straightforward pfogression frdm idea to idea but folloWs a-|
spiralling’caurse towards a kind of ideelogical'summit.whitch is-both an
ending and a begmmng, an achievement and"arr asplratlon In such”
fashion,. ideas ‘are not Stated and abandonéd, a$ in"the linear modé “of
wiriting, but are introdyced onsone Jevel ofithe spiral and taken-up again
on another; higher level later on, wiiere they are 'reworked in‘more detail
or- clarified and consummated as the case may - be. Somet1mes a.
pasticutar ideas or.theme,. will.pass. threugh* three of more turns of. the
ascending .spiral before finally being abandoned; one might argue that
such an idea is major father than,miinor and forms a kind of Jeitmofiv to’,
the work as a whele, ap‘pearing' first in* one way, then in another,
modifigd by changing perspectlves as much as % position in the l1terary'
edifice. - For- why sheuld one confine oneself: merely to a single pomt of
view? Or expect the reader to'recall everything.stated on an.earlier page-
when,hé is over half-way through-the work? " Restatement enhances the |
idea's credibility, lends itsextra weight, and keeps it fresh in‘the mind. I-
have neyer despised repetitton, nor conttadiction, or*whal may appear as
sych., An ideg tenfatively expressed lower down the litgrary edifice jnay
be but an mtroduct1on an exploratton of unlmown and, by its peculiar, *
nature, hazardous or controversial, rhaterial.” Reé-expressed in slightly,
dlfferent and firmer terms_ Liigher up the spiralling edifice, such.an idea
acquires the mantle” of conviction, of ideological, eertitude.” In such
fashion, ph1losophlcal progress is made. And the réadér, mipdful of the'_
contrast between the earlier and later. perspectives, is left.in no doubt .of
it! . He becomes the-chiéf witness of the unfoldmg and matudration of
higher truth .- what I dm Wont to call "supertruth, Wthh 1s above ‘and
beyondalllllusmn.' SR T L L

']ol_m O'Loughl'in, Londoﬁ 1986 ('R_e-vi'sed_ 2008) :

- -
;. . s Al . + . .



















